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 2025 Conservationist of the Year  
 

 On 1,100 acres outside of 

Gibbon, Keith and his wife, 

Shelby, raise three energetic 

sons and a farm full of inno-

vation. Corn, soybeans, and 

finishing hogs are their sta-

ples, with pork sold through 

a local CSA. As a Saddle 

Butte Ag cover crop dealer, 

Keithõs commitment to soil 

health runs deep.  

 After 15 years of farming, 

the Hartmanns embraced 

strip-till, no -till, and cover 

crops across most fields, 

while using minimal tillage 

only on manure -applied 

acres. Their approach is 

rooted in stopping erosion 

and making every field pass 

more efficient. Inspired by 

prairie ecosystems, Keith 

built a cover crop interseed-

er in 2016. This allows living 

roots to continually feed the 

soil, even after the corn 

stops growing. That discov-

ery shifted his focus; soil be-

came an active farm partner, not just dirt.  

 By consistently using cover crops and reducing tillage, the Hartmanns 

built strong, resilient soils that remain productive even with less fuel and la-

bor. The economic benefits are evident, and spending more time with fami-

ly makes it even better. Their advice? òBuild deep soil structure, avoid deep 

tillage unless there is real compaction, and let nature assist. Patience re-

wards those whose soil biology flourishes,ó said Hartmann. 

 Keith is also a peer -to -peer soil health mentor, where his goal is simple: 

share conservation know -how and encourage others to use these practices 

as a flexible tool for success. Through blending heritage and innovation, the 

Hartmanns prove that smart soil management leads to healthy land, thriv-

ing harvests, and a strong future for Minnesota farming.  

Pictured: Keith and Shelby Hartmann with their three sons, 
Skye, Rhys, and Croix. 
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  Wetlands: Natureõs Unsung Heroes 

 
 In a world not so far 

away, lives a vast and mys-

terious network of enchant-

ed lands known as wet-

lands. To the untrained eye, 

they look like soggy patch-

es of earth and reeds, buzz-

ing with insects and hum-

ming with frogs. The truth is 

these lands are the Earthõs 

vital guardians, its living, 

breathing organs.  

 Wetlands are no ordinary 

places. They are the Earthõs 

secret caretakers, each 

one keeping the world alive 

and well. They are the kid-

neys of the planet, filtering 

the water that flows 

through them. Every drop is 

being cleaned and purified 

as the wetlands gently trap 

pollutants and soak up ex-

cess nutrients, allowing clean water to flow freely once more. Their lungs work quietly, managing 

water like air, absorbing moisture in heavy rains and breathing it out slowly during dry spells. In do-

ing so, they protect towns from floods and keep rivers singing their steady songs. Like the liver, 

these sacred lands break down the worldõs waste, turning toxic elements into harmless whispers. 

Meanwhile, their thick grasses and twisting roots form barriers like skin, shielding shorelines and 

providing refuge for creatures great and small.  

 Across wetlands, life flourishes with creatures of every kind. Fish, birds, reptiles, frogs, and even 

furry forest dwellers find food, shelter, and safe places to raise their young. Among them are 

many rare and threatened beings who rely on the wetlands to survive. Migrating birds pause their 

journeys to rest, feed, and grow their young. People come to fish its waters, snap photos of its 

wonders, and stand in quiet awe as the sun rises over its mirrored surfaces. Even livelihoods are 

protected from storms and floods, doing work that no machine or man -made system can match.  

 However, all is not well. Bit by bit and piece by piece, over 90 percent of these sacred lands 

were drained, paved over, or forgotten. As they disappear, water becomes murkier, floods be-

come fiercer, and forests become silent.   

 Still, the wetlands do not complain. Like true heroes, they continue to give all they have, clean-

ing, sheltering, and protecting. The fate of wetlands lies in the hands of those who still walk on 

earth. If these living lands are to survive, they must be seen for what they truly are, not waste-

lands, but lifelands. Organs of the planet. Unsung heroes.  

Pictured: A wetland located in Green Isle Township. 
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Win A Black Hills Spruce Tree!  

 Sibley Soil  

and Water  

Conservation  

District  

https://www.facebook.com/SibleySoilandWaterConservationDistrict/  

 

Get entered in a drawing for a  

2 ðgallon Black Hills Spruce Tree 

by following our Facebook 

page and commenting on one 

of our tree posts January 1st 

through March 1st. The winner 

will be announced March 5th 

via Facebook.  

 

 Silver Creek, with its headwa-

ters in the Northeast corner of 

Sibley County, flows through 

Carver County before making 

its way to Bevens Creek and the 

Minnesota River. Routine water 

monitoring found elevated  

levels of acetochlor within its 

lower reaches. Acetochlor, the 

active ingredient in herbicides 

like Tripleflex, Warrant, Harness, 

and SureStart, is applied in May 

and early June. This application 

window coincides with spring 

rain, creating the potential for 

runoff issues. High levels of 

acetochlor can be harmful to 

aquatic plants and organisms.  

 As producers look forward to 

2026, those in the 25,000 -acre 

Silver Creek watershed are en-

couraged to review their weed  

management plan and discuss altered native herbicide  

options or application methods with Agronomists.  

 Please contact the Minnesota Department of  

Agriculture (MDA) for a full list of Best Management  

Practices (BMPs) and additional acetochlor impairment 

information at:  

Ptu.mda@state.mn.us or  

scan the QR code.   

Well water test kits for Nitrates,  

Manganese, Lead, Arsenic, and  

Coliform Bacteria are available for 

free at the Sibley SWCD and  

Nicollet SWCD offices.  

 

Free Well Water Testing 

Available for Private 

Well Users in Sibley & 

Nicollet Counties  

High Levels of Acetochlor in Silver Creek  
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Protecting the Land in Henderson Township  

 
 In the heart of Henderson Town-

ship, a quiet transformation is taking 

place. Fields that once battled ero-

sion and runoff are now supported 

by new conservation systems de-

signed to heal the land, most nota-

bly, a grade stabilization structure 

and a network of carefully con-

toured grassed waterways. Backed 

by Watershed -Based Implementa-

tion Funding (WBIF) and the NRCS 

Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP), this effort brings to-

gether landowners and conserva-

tion partners to promote practices 

that sustain both farming and the 

environment. Ш 
 The grade stabilization structure is 

a large earthen embankment with 

a drop pipe constructed to stop the 

advancement of gullies and prevent 

ravine erosion. By slowing and safely directing runoff, the structure protects valuable topsoil, reduc-

es flooding, and prevents sediment and nutrients from entering nearby streams and rivers. These 

improvements not only enhance water quality but also help maintain the long -term productivity 

and resilience of local farmland.  

 Working hand in hand with the grade stabilization structure are the newly established grassed 

waterways. They take soil and water conservation a step further. These gently contoured channels 

are planted with dense, deep -rooted vegetation that guides surface runoff through natural drain-

age paths. The grass stabilizes the soil, filters out silt before it reaches waterways, and provides a 

safe outlet for excess water during heavy rain. In addition, they provide forage for hay or grazing, 

create wildlife habitats and travel corridors, and facilitate the movement of farm equipment across 

sloped areas.  

 Watershed -Based Implementation Funding (WBIF) within the Lower Minnesota River West is sup-

ported by the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment. Grade stabilization structures are eligi-

ble for up to 90% cost -share and 100% when combined with EQIP funding. Grassed waterways are 

also cost -shared at the same rates or can be funded through the Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP), depending on the scenario.  

 Together, these conservation practices are strengthening soil and water health, improving local 

streams, and protecting Henderson Townshipõs agricultural land-

scape for future generations. This project highlights the power of 

collaboration among landowners, conservation districts, and 

partner agencies, showing that working together can keep the 

land productive and the water clean for years to come.  

Pictured: A grade stabilization structure being constructed in Henderson 

Township. 
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