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2022 Conservationist of the Year 
 In December we had the chance to recognize someone for their outstanding ef-

forts towards conservation in Sibley County. This year the Sibley Soil and Water Con-

servation District (SWCD) would like to honor the Friends of High Island. The Friends of 

High Island are a non-profit conservation group working under the umbrella of the 

Friends of the Minnesota Valley. This long standing conservation group formed back 

in 2000, focusing their efforts on improvements within the High Island Lake watershed. 

Over the years they have pushed for and made great strides towards SSTS and feed-

lot compliance within the watershed. The group have cost shared on rock tile inlets in 

addition to helping construct and maintain rain gardens within the City of New Au-

burn. The Friends of High Island were instrumental in the designating High Island Lake 

as a wildlife lake, pushing for periodic drawdowns. This past year, the Friends of High 

Island contributed $40,000 cash match towards a Conservation Partners Legacy 

(CPL) grant with the goal of replacing the old dam at the outlet of the lake located 

near High Island Creek. The now newly constructed dam provides future drawdown 

capabilities, stabilized the banks from erosion, and features an invasive fish barrier. 

Through all of the energy and determination it takes when volunteering and fundrais-

ing, the Friends of High Island have proven over and over again, to have a true pas-

sion for the lake. Sibley SWCD would like to thank them for being such great leaders 

of conservation for Sibley County! 



Page  2 
Conservation Today 

 

Ducks to Dollars—Wetland Banking in Minnesota 
 Wetland regulations in Minnesota are complex and often difficult to understand. At the core of this is Wet-

land Banking and Crediting. For educational purposes, we take a quack at explaining the general concept of 

Wetland Banking and Crediting.  

The Wetland Conservation Act - 

 First, an understanding of the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) is needed. The purpose of the WCA is de-

scribed in 4 parts:  

8420.0100 PURPOSE. 

Subpart 1. Purpose. This chapter implements the regulatory provisions of the Wetland Conservation Act of 

1991, Laws 1991, chapter 354, as amended by Laws 1993, chapter 175; Laws 1994, chapter 627; Laws 1996, 

chapter 462; Laws 2000, chapter 382; Laws 2001, chapter 146; Laws 2002, chapter 220; Laws 2003, chapter 

128; Laws 2004, chapters 221 and 255; Laws 2007, chapters 57 and 131; and Laws 2008, chapter 368. This 

chapter shall be interpreted to implement the purpose of the act, which is to: 

A. achieve no net loss in the quantity, quality, and biological diversity of Minnesota's existing wetlands;

B. increase the quantity, quality, and biological diversity of Minnesota's wetlands by restoring or

enhancing  diminished or drained wetlands;

C. avoid direct or indirect impacts from activities that destroy or diminish the quantity, quality, and bio- 

  logical diversity of wetlands; and 

D. replace wetland values where avoidance of activity is not feasible and prudent.

The scope of the WCA is also important and is defined in WCA rules as: 

8420.0105 SCOPE. 

Subpart 1. Scope; generally. Wetlands must not be impacted unless replaced by restoring or creating     

wetland areas of at least equal public value. This chapter regulates the draining or filling of wetlands,  

wholly or partially, and excavation in the permanently and semi-permanently flooded areas of type 3, 4, 

or 5 wetlands, and in all wetland types if the excavation results in filling, draining, or conversion to non- 

  wetland. 

 Simply put, this means that if we have 10,000 wetlands in Minnesota today, we need 10,000 wetlands in 

Minnesota tomorrow. While the WCA protects many wetlands from impacts, there are certain cases where 

wetland impacts are unavoidable. This is where Wetland Banking and Crediting comes into play.  

Other Regulatory Programs – 

 The rules around wetland banks and credits don’t stop with the WCA. The United States Department of Ag-

riculture (USDA) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) also have rules around wetland re-

placement.  

 For USDA, these rules come from the 1985 Food Security Act (and amendments). This act provides financial 

benefits to eligible producers of agricultural crop commodities. The programs and benefits are referred to as 

the “Farm Program”. To remain eligible for Farm Program benefits, producers must remain in compliance with 

the Wetland Conservation Provisions, or “Swampbuster provisions”, which prohibit conversion of a wetland or 

production of an agricultural commodities on a converted wetland. Unlike WCA, these rules only apply to 

people within the farm program.   

 For UASCE, these regulations come from the Clean Water Act. For projects requiring a permit for the USACE, 

the corps reviews these projects to ensure impacts to aquatic resources are avoided and minimized to the 

extent possible. Compensatory Mitigation from Wetland Banks (referred to as Mitigation Banks by the Corps) 

can be allowed to offset impacts after all possible avoidance and minimization has been achieved. This is 

consistent with the goal of a “no net loss of aquatic resources” stated in the above act.   
    Continued on pg. 3 
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Continued from pg. 2 

 You may think that remaining in compliance sounds impossible, but the agencies involved have worked to 

make it a bit more straightforward.  A Memorandum of Understanding is in place between the USDA & BWSR, 

which establishes an exemption for agricultural activities on agricultural land that is subject to Swampbuster 

provisions. For USACE & WCA, a joint application form has been in use allowing applicants to apply to both 

programs at the same time.  

Wetland Banks and Credits – 

 The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) describes wetland banking in the following ways:  

“Wetland mitigation banking is the restoration, creation or enhancement of wetlands for the purpose of com-

pensating for unavoidable impacts to wetlands at another location. Wetland mitigation banking is commonly 

used to compensate for wetland impacts from development, but it also used for impacts from agriculture.” 

 By building wetland banks via the restoration, creation or enhancements of wetlands, bank sponsors add 

to the number of wetlands in Minnesota. So now instead of 10,000 wetlands, there are 10,050 wetlands. The 

extra 50 wetlands get deposited into a “wetland bank” as “wetland credits”. These credits are now able to be 

sold to replace for unavoidable losses elsewhere. This system maintains the WCA “no net loss” of wetlands in 

Minnesota. 

Generating Credits - 

 The Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) describes a wetland replacement credit as a “unit of trade 

used to offset the loss of wetland function from a wetland impact.”  This means that a wetland of equal or 

greater value than the one being impacted, has been restored or created. In southern Minnesota, wetland 

credits are typically generated by restoring previously drained areas. Think tile breaks, ditch plugs, and outlet 

structures, along with vegetation establishment. The amount and type of credit generated depends on the 

potential of the area being restored. These restored areas that contain the credits then become wetland 

banks with permanent 

conservation easements 

on them. From start to  

finish, it can take several 

years of planning, appli-

cations, review, along 

with restorative actions 

and  vegetation manage-

ment before credits are 

released. Monitoring the 

vegetation and hydrology 

of the restored wetlands 

ensures that the restora-

tion contains the amount 

and type of credits being 

generated from it. BWSR 

maintains a webpage 

with the amount, type 

and location of wetland 

credits available in Minne-

sota. While the bank 

sponsor is responsible for 

the costs associated with 

these activities, they also 

receive any profits from 

the sale of the credits.  

Wetland Bank Located in Sibley County  
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Using Wetland Credits – 

 Wetland Banking in Minnesota is a robust process. These projects often take years of planning, review, con-

struction, management and monitoring before the credits are released and the bank sponsor can sell them to 

applicants with approved replacement plans. While the level of work and review within this process may seem 

prohibitive, ultimately it is needed to ensure that Minnesota maintains the “no net loss” requirements listed in 

the scope and purpose of the Wetland Conservation Act.  

 For an applicant to purchase wetland credits, it is first important for the Local Government Unit (LGU) to 

know what type of wetlands the applicant is proposing to impact. This is accomplished by the applicant sub-

mitting a wetland type & boundary application to the LGU. These applications contain wetland delineations, 

which show the exact boundaries and types of the wetlands present on a property. Once this is reviewed by 

the LGU, BWSR and Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP), the applicant can then submit a replacement plan ap-

plication. This plan shows the reviewers many things about the purposed project, like why the wetlands need 

to be impacted and the number of wetlands to be impacted. It’s important to note that just because there 

are credits available and a project may fit within a specific property, doesn’t mean that the LGU will approve 

the use of credits.  It is also required for the applicant to show that they have avoided wetland impacts, mini-

mized the amount of wetland to be impacted and made note of any special considerations the project may 

need to account for, such as threatened or endangered species. Without demonstrating that all avoidance, 

minimization and sequencing requirements have been met, the LGU and TEP cannot approve a replacement 

plan. The location of the credits to be purchased is another requirement of the replacement plan.  Once the 

replacement plan application is approved, the applicant can pay the owner of the credits and submit addi-

tional paperwork to BWSR proving that the transaction has been made. Only once all of this has happened 

can the proposed impacts take place. The cost of the credits is set by the owner, and this information is not 

required to be reported to the LGU, TEP or BWSR. 

Cover Crop Cost Share Assistance Available 
 The practice of growing cover crops for fertilizing and building up soils dates all the way back to the Roman 

Empire. As you take a drive around Southern Minnesota, you can tell it’s really catching on with the modern 

farmer as well. Cover crops are one of the popular tools towards improving your soil health. Cover crops are 

planted to cover the soil rather than for the 

purpose of being harvested. Cover crops 

have many wonderful benefits including 

managing soil erosion, soil fertility, improv-

ing soil structure, reduce and store

runoff, weed and pest control, break-up     

disease patterns, plus increase biodiversity  

and wildlife. For many folks around the 

County, cover crops could easily be added 

to their crop rotation that includes peas, 

sweet corn and silage, but many producers 

have started working them into more tradi-

tional corn-soybean rotations. To offset the 

costs of incorporating cover crops into your 

system, the Sibley SWCD has grant funding 

for cost share opportunities. If you are inter-

ested in trying cover crops this upcoming 

year, stop by the office or call 507-702-7077 

for more information. 

Multi-Species Cover Crop Planted in Sibley County  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ground_cover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erosion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pest_(organism)


2023 TREE/PLANT PROGRAM - ORDER FORM
Mail with payment to:  Sibley SWCD, 112 5th St., PO BOX 161 Gaylord, MN 55334 

ORDER # 

 Name: Phone: 

 Address: City: Zip: 

TREE ORDER DEADLINE:  MARCH 31ST, 2023  ~ PLANT KIT ORDER DEADLINE APRIL 21st, 2023 

Conifer / Evergreen - Individually Potted 
    Type Species Size Type Price Quantity Total ($) 

1 QUART 
CONIFERS 

Black Hills Spruce 1 Quart - 8” to 12” Single Pot $5.50 $    

Colorado Spruce 1 Quart - 8” to 16” Single Pot $5.50 $    

Norway Spruce 1 Quart - 8” to 18” Single Pot $5.50 $    

Red Pine 1 Quart - 5” to 10” Single Pot $5.50 $    

White Pine 1 Quart - 5” to  8”       Single Pot $5.50 $ 

American Arborvitae 1 Quart - 6” to 12”       Single Pot $5.50 $ 

2 GALLON 
CONIFERS 

Black Hills Spruce 2 Gal. - 18” to 24” Single Pot $17.00 $    

Colorado Spruce 2 Gal. - 18” to 24” Single Pot $17.00 $    

American Arborvitae 2 Gal. - 18” to 24” Single Pot $17.00 $    

Deciduous / Broad Leaf - Bundles of 25 Bareroot Seedlings 

LARGE 
TREES 

Black Walnut 12" to 18" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Sugar Maple 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Red Maple 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Swamp White Oak 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Red Oak 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

American Linden *New* 18” to 24” Bundle of 25 $38.00 $ 

SMALL 
TREES & 
SHRUBS 

American Hazelnut 12” to 18” Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Nanking Cherry 12” to 18” Bundle of 25 $38.00 $  

Common Lilac 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Red Osier Dogwood 18" to 24" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Flame Willow  12" to 18" Bundle of 25 $38.00 $    

Red Splendor Crabapple 12” to 18” Bundle of 25 $38.00 $ 

Native Plant Kits - Tray of 36 Live Plants—6 Species / Kit 

Rain Garden 
Mesic to moist soil species, Perfect for areas of frequent 
concentrated runoff and occasional ponding. 

$65.00 $ 

Pollinator 
A mix of “superfood” species for our threatened/endangered 
Minnesota pollinators. 

$65.00 
$    

Backyard Prairie 
A mix of native prairie species for your backyard.  Grows 
well in dry to mesic soils and full sunlight. Heights up to 36”. 

$65.00 
$ 

Buckthorn Control 
Aggressive species for wooded areas to help combat Buck-
thorn establishment, especially after Buckthorn removal. 

$65.00 
$ 

Order Totals 

Notice  Payment is due in full at time of order, no refunds for orders 
cancelled after February 24th, 2023.  Plant availability and sizes are 
subject to change.  Tree's will be available near the end of April 
2023.  Plant Kits will be available in mid-May 2023; You will be noti-
fied of your pickup day and time for your order by mail.  Please 
send payment to Sibley SWCD 112 5th Street, PO Box 161, Gaylord, 
MN 55334 

SUB TOTAL $ 

SALES TAX $ 

TOTAL DUE $ 

Terms and Agreement:
acknowledge that the Sibley SWCD cannot be responsible for the condition in which the nursery stock arrives, the 
stock’s condition beyond my scheduled pickup date(s) and that the SWCD reserves the rights to substitute different 
stock for damaged, unsuitable or lack of sufficient quantities received from the nursery. 

Signature___________________________________________________  Date:_____/______/______ 

office use 
only

(Sub total x 0.06875) 

(Sub total + sales tax) 
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Shelterbelt Layout Strategy 

Rows 1-2—Shrubs: Plants in these first rows are planted  3 to 6 

feet apart within the row and 10 to 15 feet between the rows. 

(Lilac, Dogwood, Flame Willow) 

Rows 3-4—Tall Shrub/Small Tree:  Seedlings are planted 5-16 

feet apart (Tall Shrubs)/8-16 feet apart (Small Trees) in the row 

and 12 to 16 feet from the shrub row.  Row four should be 12 to 

16 feet from row three. (Flame Willow, Cherry, Hazelnut, Crab) 

Rows 5-6—Tall Deciduous Tree:  Row five should be spaced 16-

20 feet behind row four.  Row six should be spaced 16 to 20 feet 

behind row five.  Trees should be planted 10 to 20 feet apart with-

in the row.  (Walnut, Linden, Maple, Oak) 

Rows 7-8—Tall Conifer:  Row seven should be spaced 16 to 20 

feet behind row six, and row eight, 16 to 20 feet from row seven. 

Trees should be planted 10 to 20 feet apart within the row 

(Norway Spruce, Red or White Pine) 

Rows 9-10—Medium Conifer:  These last rows are both located 

16 to 20 feet from the previous row and trees are planted 10 to 20 

feet apart within the row.   

(Black Hills/Colorado Spruce, Scotch Pine, Arborvitae) 

Recommended  Windbreak Designs by Width: 
# of Rows Min. Width Rec’d Combination: 

10 Rows 185 feet 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 

9 Rows 169 feet 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10 

8 Rows 153 feet 1,2,3,4,5,7,9,10 

7 Rows 137 feet 1,2,3,4,7,8,9 or 1,2,3,5,7,8,9 

6 Rows 121 feet 1,2,3,7,8,9 or 1,3,5,7,8,9 

5 Rows 109-111 feet 1,2,4,7,8 or 1,3,7,8,9  

4 Rows 93-99 feet 1,2,7,8 or 1,4,7,8 

3 Rows 83-90 feet 1,7,8 or 7,8,9 

       1   2  3  4       5                    6        7    8    9   10
   SHELTERBELT ROWS 

~5’          10’    12’ 12’             16’ 16’         16’           16’ 16’           16’          50’~ 

Minimum Width Between Rows 

Species Type   Height   Width   Preferences 

Black Hills Spruce Conifer 30-60’   15-25’   Variety of soils 

Colorado Spruce Conifer    50-75’   10-20’   Well drained soils 

Norway Spruce Conifer 60-90’   20-30’   Variety of soils 

Red Pine  Conifer 80-120’   20-30’      Well drained soils

White Pine Conifer 80-130’   20-40’   Well drained soils 

Am. Arborvitae Conifer  15-35’   6-20’   Variety of soils 

Black Walnut Broadleaf    50-75’ 50-70’   Variety of soils 

Sugar Maple Broadleaf    60-75’ 40-50’   Loamy soils 

Red Maple Broadleaf    40-60’ 30-40’       Variety of soils 

Species Type   Height   Width   Preferences 

Sw. White Oak Broadleaf    50-80’ 50-80’   Variety of soils 

Red Oak Broadleaf    60-75’ 35-45’   Variety of soils 

Am. Linden Broadleaf    70-100’  30-50’      Variety of soils 

Am. Hazelnut Broadleaf    15-18’ 10-12’   Loamy soils 

Nanking Cherry Broadleaf    6-10’ 12-15’   Loamy soils 

Common Lilac Broadleaf    8-15’ 6-12’   Variety of soils 

Redosier Dogwood Broadleaf    7-9’ 8-12’   Variety of soils 

Flame Willow Broadleaf    15-20’ 5-15’   Variety of soils 

R. Splendor Crab Broadleaf    15-25’   15-25’   Variety of soils 
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Living Snow Fence 
 Each year, the residents of Sibley County can expect to receive an average of 30-40” of snowfall.  Drifting 

snow, especially in the western portions of the county, commonly causes travel delays, school closures, and 

may even give rise to a sore back or two.  Those who have lived through a few Minnesota winters can proba-

bly point out the areas where the worst snow drifts tend to occur.  A living snow fence (LSF) may be able help 

control snow drift areas which can reduce maintenance and improve travel conditions. 

 Living snow fences are plants such as trees, shrubs and native grasses that are planted to form a wind barri-

er.  This living barrier slows down wind and causes snow to deposit downwind of the planting, protecting prop-

erty and roads from drifting snow.  Creating a living snow fence is simple, all that is required is a suitable loca-

tion with enough setback distance for trapping snow and a few rows of trees or shrubs.  Yes, you may still get a 

sore back planting your trees, but at least you will only have to do it once. 

Design Steps: 

Identify your protection area and use a setback range of 100-250 feet (based on tree height) to allow for a 

snow catchment zone. 

•Be sure to plan your LSF upwind (typically northwest) of your protection area.

•Snow drifts will collect 10 times the height of the living snow fence on the downwind side, ensure

you provide enough room for the snow catchment zone.

•If possible, design your living snow fence slightly longer than your protection area to help control

snow drifting on each end.

For managing snow distribution across a field to protect crops/soil: 

Row 1:    Deciduous shrubs 

Rows 2 & 3:   Deciduous trees or shrubs. 

For protecting against blowing and drifting snow: 

Row 1 & 2: Deciduous shrubs 

Rows 3:    Evergreen trees 

Row 4:   Evergreen trees/deciduous trees 

Row 5:   Deciduous trees/shrubs combination 

General tree/row spacing should be used as follows: 

Shrubs         3-6ft within row 6-10ft between rows

Small Deciduous Trees  10-15ft within row 16-20ft between rows

Large Deciduous Trees  12-20ft within row 20ft between rows

Conifer/Evergreen    20-25ft within row 20-25ft between rows
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Sibley SWCD  
112 5th St 
PO Box 161 
Gaylord MN 55334 

Conservation Today is published by the Sibley Soil and Water Conservation District and USDA—NRCS 
112 5th St, Gaylord MN 55334. For more information regarding this newsletter, contact (507) 702-7077. 
Policy: The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origins, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or 

marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large 

print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Office of Communications, (202) 720-2791. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to:  USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-

W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal  employment opportunity employer. 

We’re on the web at 

www.sibleyswcd.org 
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